
OVERVIEW
 

Sharks are key components of coastal, reef, and high seas ecosystems–and often regarded as barometers
for wider marine health. Reducing shark mortality is the key to supporting a vibrant ocean that can provide
food security and mitigate climate change impacts. Through the Shark Conservation Fund’s (SCF) newly
created Shark Biodiversity Initiative, we have a unique, tangible opportunity to help halt the decline of
biodiversity and truly safeguard our oceans which will help ensure the future health and sustainability of the
planet. 

The Shark Biodiversity Initiative is a ten-year $100M global initiative created by the SCF to protect the
biodiversity of our oceans through shark conservation. It is the first-of-its-kind, global effort that will
dedicate the financial, strategic, and human resources needed to protect sharks and their habitats, which
are critical for a healthy ocean.  

THE SHARK BIODIVERSITY INITIATIVE  

OUR APPROACH
 

With an initial investment of $25M from SCF, the
Shark Biodiversity Initiative aims to improve and
enhance the conservation impact of the global
30x30 initiative by strengthening and expanding
the number of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs)
designed to benefit sharks and rays. SCF will
leverage public-private partnerships to protect at
least 100 important shark areas across the globe,
by specifically protecting sharks from key threats,
reducing mortality and protecting critical
habitats. 

Through an overlapping phased-in approach, SCF
and its philanthropic partners will provide the
financial resources and collaborate with its
network of scientists, policy champions, local
partners and political and community leaders to
advance this ambitious project over the next
decade.

 

PHASE I (Years 1 – 6):                   
Identify Important Shark Areas 
SCF will work with partners to identify ecologically and
biologically important shark areas around the world. 

PHASE II (Years 1 -7):                    
Prioritize and Develop MPAs that Protect
Important Shark Areas 
SCF will conduct legal and management assessments
to determine whether the sites are viable candidates
for protection through MPAs that are specifically
designed to protect sharks from key threats, reduce
mortality and protect critical habitats. 

PHASE III (Years 2-10):                    
Partner and Establish MPAs that Protect Important
Shark Areas 
SCF will seek out partners and provide grants to NGOs
who have the ability to successfully advocate for the
establishment of MPAs that protect at least 10
important shark areas per year by strengthening
management protections. 



GEOGRAPHIC FOOTPRINT
 

The Shark Biodiversity Initiative will develop and support projects around the world. A total of 13 regions will be
included in the Initiative. In each region, SCF and partners will ensure that shark conservation through MPAs is
implemented in collaboration with coastal communities and local stakeholders in order to ensure long-term
sustainability which will result in higher biodiversity and stronger ocean ecosystems. 

SCF’s work will begin in the Eastern Tropical Pacific in partnership with the Panamanian Government and others
and will expand to two additional regions in 2023:

Mediterranean Sea
Western Indian Ocean

 
IMPACT 

 
The degradation of the ocean’s health is a massive challenge that impacts everyone. Reducing shark mortality is
the key to supporting a vibrant ocean that can provide food security and mitigate climate change impacts.
Tackling this problem requires big, bold, effective solutions. SCF believes that the Shark Biodiversity Initiative –
with sharks as the critical leverage point – is the strongest, most comprehensive way to support the multibillion-
dollar commitments that aim to protect the ocean’s precious and irreplaceable biodiversity because it will have
the following impacts: 

Expansion of Habitat Protections: 
Nearly every marine ecosystem is inhabited by sharks. Protecting sharks will lead to healthier habitats such
as coral reefs and mangroves and also maintain ecosystem integrity for a wide variety of other marine
habitats, mitigating the worst effects of climate change. 

Build Local Support for Long-term Protections: 
Many local communities rely on sharks and their support is critical to the success of MPAs. Working closely
with local leaders and stakeholders will protect marine ecosystems over the long-term. 

Protect More Species: 
Sharks are extremely vulnerable to overexploitation because they grow slow, mature late, and produce few
offspring. More stringent fishery management measures are needed to protect them. Spatial measures such
as MPAs are needed in partnership with traditional fisheries management measures given this vulnerability.
Shark protection measures will have positive ecological benefits on less vulnerable species within the
ecosystem. 

 
NEXT STEPS  

SCF is seeking funding and implementing partners in the Eastern Tropical Pacific, 
Mediterranean Sea, and Western Indian Ocean.    

 
sharkconservationfund.org 


